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“From Egypt to Mexico, from prehistory to modern day, the epic 
journey the boys in The Halloween Tree undertake in their search 
for their friend Pipkin manages to combine the light humor of Alice 
in Wonderland with the adventurous narrative of the Odyssey and 
the moral underpinning of A Christmas Carol. A spoonful of 
mystery and a carefully-measured cup of magic are the last 
ingredients that make this story universally exciting.”  
 
-Theo Popov and Tony Asaro 

 
 
 
 

 
The Halloween Tree is a new opera, commissioned by American Lyric Theater in cooperation with the Bradbury estate, with music by Theo 
Popov and libretto by Tony Asaro. Led by a mysterious guide, a group of children undertake an unforgettable journey to find their friend 
Pipkin, who has disappeared on Halloween night. Through their search, the children learn about the cultural and historical traditions that 
have led to the contemporary celebration of Halloween today. 
 
HISTORY PERFORMANCE FORCES 
Commission: April 2015 
 
Libretto Workshop & Reading: October 2015 
 
NEXT STEPS 
Piano/Vocal Workshop & Concert: October 2016 
 
Orchestral Workshop & Concert: TBD 
 
Premiere with Producing Partner: TBD 
  

PIPKIN, a boy of 12 or 13. He is everyone’s favorite kid. (Tenor)  
 
TOM, a boy of 12 or 13. Mexican-American. Pipkin’s best friend. (Baritone) 
 
Kelly, athletic and scrappy tomboy. Same age as Tom & Pipkin. (Mezzo-Soprano)  
 
J.J., a timid youth of 12 or 13. He is a mummy for Halloween every year. (Baritone)  
 
Lynn, the brainiac know-it-all of the group. (Coloratura Soprano) 
 
Lenny, Lynn’s brother, is a few years younger than the others. (High Tenor) 
 
Moundshroud – Part crypt keeper and part Willy Wonka. He is not human, though 
not entirely un-human either. The extent of his supernatural abilities is not known, 
but the laws of physics and time don’t apply to him. (Bass) 
 
Chorus: SATB, 12-24 Voices 
 
Orchestra: TBD 
 

Composer THEO POPOV’s first opera, Nero Artifex, received a full stage production at Princeton University to 
enthusiastic acclaim in March 2010. He joined the Composer Librettist Development Program at American Lyric 
Theater in 2011, where he wrote his second opera Once Upon the Wind, based on a Russian folktale, with libretto 
by Kate Light. The opera received a second performance with The Secret Opera in New York City in 2014, after 
being selected as a winner in the company's inaugural Composers Competition. In addition, Theo has written two 
puppet shows, a number of choral and orchestral pieces, art songs, chamber and electronic music. He completed 
his composition degree at Princeton University, where he studied with Steve Mackey, among others. He studied 
theremin with Lydia Kavina, voice with David Kellett, piano with Edmund Niemann and dramaturgy with Cori 
Ellison.  

 
TONY ASARO is a multi-talented artist, who has worked as a librettist, lyricist, conductor, vocalist and producer 
throughout NYC and the Bay Area.  He is a co-founder of The FOGG Theatre, where he serves as Artistic 
Director. In 2008, he won the Anna Sosenko Assist Trust Award for songwriting.  As a composer/librettist, Tony 
wrote the award-winning Our Country, with Dan Collins, which won four Planet Connections awards, including 
Outstanding Book, Music & Lyrics of a Musical. Tony has received commissions to pen libretti for multiple operas 
and oratorios, including his opera All Wounds Bleed, with music by composer Christopher Cerrone (a 2013 
Pulitzer Prize Finalist). Published by Schott Music, the opera received its world premiere at Tulsa Opera in 2013. 
He holds degrees from Santa Clara University, and the Musical Theatre Writing Program at NYU. He joined the 
Composer Librettist Development Program at American Lyric Theater in 2010. 


